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" UNITED 5
Siege Guns of Battery O, Seventh Ar

tillery, Are of Seven-Inch
Calibre.

EFFECTIVE AT NINE MILES

Were Once on Board a Transport To Bf
Taken to China for Boxer

|P Troubles.

W [special despatch to the herald.]
Leavenworth, Kan., Saturday.

p- .IME was when a city surroundec
.I by a high and thick wall anc

i looked upon as secure from In
vaders of an opposing: army anc
sieges werfe laid to it to forci
capitulation by starving out iti
defenders.

When the Boxer uprising took plac<5n China, in 1904, the Allied armies had nc
igruns with calibre heavy enough to forc<
breaches in the walls' of Pekin befori
that city, hut the United States army camt
to the fore and an urgent message wa:
sent to the iWar Department at Washingtonfor the Sixteenth battery, siege artillery,then stationed at Fort Riley, Kan
This battery's guns, of 7-inch calibre> thf
heaviest in the world, were deemed neces>
sary, but after the battery' had beei
loaded on a special train, hurried to Sai
Francisco and there loaded aboard a trans
port a cablegram was received that th<
rebellious forces had surrendered to th<
"allies" and the government had lost at

opportunity of testing its heavy ordnance
In the event of a war with China or anj

other nation whose principal cities are sur
rounded by walls the Sixteenth batter;
will be the first ordered to the front. Tht
guns of this battery are the heaviest in th<
world, capable of following an army on its
march through all kinds of weather; the;
are the most powerful land guns evei
manufactured.
This battery rwas organized at Washing

ton Barracks, D. C., in March, 1899, ai

Siege Battery O, Seventh artillery. Undei
the act of Congress, approved February 2
1901, providing for the reorganization o
the army, doing away with regimental organizationsin the artillery arm, the bat
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Lexicographers Declare Thai

if Usage Justifies They
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Orthography.
AMERICAN PUBLIC

IS THE ACADEMY

| ICTIONARY makers of the nev
school do not frown on original

I ity in spelling, for they ar<
M pledged to the movement finance*
W by Andrew Carnegie, which ha;

'.^ for its object the simplification o:

English orthography. It was no
so many years ago that the compilers o:
lexicons were regarded as making usag<
and as being laws unto themselves. Th<
first great American lexicographer, Noal
Webster, whose house still stands neai

Yale University, at New Haven, was on<

who struck out for himself Into the spell
ing industry and set a few standards
which the people of the United States were
sunnosed to follow.

IHe did, as a matter of fact, bring abou
some of the arrangements of letters whicl
are accepted, at least, on this side of th<
water. He was the original foe of th<
"u" in such words as honor. Some of hi.1
reforms have fallen by the wayside ant

others he actually abandoned himself. Th<
dictionary makers of the present, however

VETERAN OF U. S. .

88 YEARS OL

Entered Service of the-Gdver
Since Lost a Day Exi

Absence.Still A

%
* L___ .

John D. j3tr
Oldest Pocft- Office/ ]

Louisvm Saturday.- Of the thou

post offices the veteran is John D. Strasa

burg:, the oldest man in service on the lis

Office, where he has been employed sixty
three years on March 16. It was on tha

ter of Louisville and was given a positior
He has been with the local office eve

since and has never lost a day save o:

leave of absence.
Mr. Strassburg was born in Germany an

had just come to Amerioa when he secure
- till# position^ On Juno 2 he'will be eighty
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3 tery was designated as the Sixteenth field
artillery. Before its organization it was

not deemed possible for guns of its weight
and power to be handled in a practical
manner on land, but this has been demon3strated as false, as the artillerymen have
been able to take it almost everywhere and
yet keep uip with a marching army. The

f guns are drawn by eight powerful horses,
and on two occasions the entire 'battery
has made long marches from Port Leavenakers

Are Get
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are watching the development of language
and are simply recording the usage as it
becomes established.
Such men as the editor of the Century

Dictionary, Dr. Benjamin E. 'Smith; the
etymological editor of the same publication,Dr. C. P. Gr. Scott, and the Rev. Dr.
Isaac K. Punk, the publisher and editor-inchiefof the Standard' Dictionary, look
kindly upon the proposed reforms and
have become among the zealous advocates
of a simpler spelling. They have all joined

,
the Simplified Spelling Board and are takingan active part in the plans for tlhe
campaign of education in behalf of an

easier spelling.
f While not committed to the so-called
phonetic spelling, the employment of whicl

3 would make the printed language look like
j the original Niebelungen Died, they fa3vor the dropping of the superfluous letters
f in many words which are now in commor

t use. The Standard Dictionary has already
f incorporated some of the new spellings
5 into the text, while the Century in an ap;pendtx carries 3,500 examples of the new

i fangled orthography.

I PUBLIC VERDICT COUNTS.
1 It is now a question as to how soon the
3 words which have been melted up and
> newly minted get into circulation. The
dictionary "makers will help some, but they

t are waking, however, for the public^ to
i pass its verdict before they accept the new
> verbal currency. Individuality and indeipendence in spelling are therefore encour3aged, and the sooner the people take up
1 with the new order the sooner will the
3 dictionaries begin to stamp the language
, with the proposed dies.

POSTAL SERVICE,
D, IS IN LOUISVILLE
nment in 1843, and Has Never
eept When on Leave of
[dive and Hearty.

Elmployc - in America.

i-1 eight years old. He is as active as evei

s! and expects to work tor Uncle Sam fo:
iypars to come.

'~| Those who want to draw the age UmH
Hon government employes should have £

tjlook at Mr. Strassburg"nyidling the mat
in the Louisville office.

t
i- Louisville Courier-Journal:.The Tsar":
( "Give her a chair; give her two chairs," ii
. considered worth sending over the work
n by the St. Petersburg newsgatherers; bu

"Take a chair, sir; take two chairs," as

(j spoken by one Tennessee statesman to an.
d other passed into classic before the Tsai
- was out of knickerbockers.
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worth to Fort Riley for target practice!
through the flooded lands along the KansasRiver in battalion formation with light
batteries, and has never failed to make
camp at night with the other organizations.
The guns of the Sixteenth are 7-inch::

calibre, weigh complete 10,000 pounds and!
Are a projectile weighing 105 pounds. This
projectile travels at the irate of 1,080 feet
per second (muzzle velocity, and it can bo
hurled a distance of seven miles and still

L

ting Ready to
.

Dr. Benjamin E. Smith, the editor of the
Century Dictionary, was found last week
digging among the roots of the language
In these days, when there is likely to be
verfbal transplanting', 'the lexicographers
are busy men.
"Dictionary editors," said he, "must wait

for the verdict of the public on the spellingof words. It is not within our province
to dictate how the people shall spell. We
do not nmke spelling, but simply record it.
If the public adopts a spelling and the best
authors and scholars declare in favor of a
certain orthography we must conform to
that standard. It is difficult to say when a
spelling should 'be adopted, for there are

l
so many factors to be taken into consider,ation.
"That the spelling of the English lan,guage could be greatly simplified is beyond

| question. Many spellings are fixed by custom,for Instanc'e, which have no real
authority. Here is the word tongue. If it
should now be printed 'tung' it would look
strange upon the page, and many persons
would object to it. Yet why should It be
spelled tongue? As a matter of fact, there
is absolutely no authority for it. It is an
Anglo-Saxon word and should really be
tung. It ig tongue because some one made
the mistake of thinking that it was con-
nected with, the Latin equivalent, lingua,
and thinking to moke the etym-ology clearerused the spelling which is now in vogue.
Yet in its present form it is an obstacle
to the teaching of English spelling to chil-

/dren. The pupil finds that r-u-n-g spells,/rung, that s-u-n-g is sung, but when he'/comes to the word tongue all analogyfails and he loses his confidence. It is
necessary for the child to form an eyepicture of every word rather than to be
guided by the sense of hearing.
PHONETICS IMPOSSIBLE.
"It is impossible to make the spelling of

ijthe English language entirely phonetic, for
custom has fixed many spellings which
probably will never be changed. There is
jno way in which a spelling can be forced'upon the people. Here in the UnitedStates we .have no academy which cangive the laws of usage. There are not
enough characters in English to carry out
la strictly phonetic scheme of spelling.| Yet I believe that orthography can bemuch improved. The reforms will notmake the language look strange as it apIpearson the printed page, and indeedmany of them are being adopted."! Dr. Charles F. Scott, the etymologiieal editor of the Century Dictionary, is'the secretary of the Simplified SpellingBoard. He will have the oversight of thesending out of literature and campaignammunition from an arsenal of correctorthography which will be opened on April1 in the building of the Metropolitan LifeInsurance Company.
Among the first things to be done by theexecutive officers of the .Simplified SpellingBoard will be to fire a broadside of.three hundred words which are commendedto the public as representing the easiest,^.nd most scholarly spelling. Many of them

are already spelled two different ways, and!the simpler means of writing them will be;
recommended. If this attack takes effectthere will be a few more attacks, but it isI the intention of the Board to make haste;slowly. It does not wish to prejudice its.
case by making any radical departure, andjIt will folloiw public sentiment in the
matter of spelling as much as possible.
TO ACT AS SCHOOLMASTERS.
"For the most part," said Dr. Scott, "wewill be in the relation of schoolmasters to

those who may not have given this subject!
jinuun inoiigni. rne great tro&ble is that!
we do not study our spelling. We learn!
it in school in early youth and then give;
it no more attention, with the exception of
a few of us, who make a specialty of ety-mology. The ground is taken that every-*thing may be changed but the spelling of 1
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be effective. The gun barrels are the 7-inch
howitzer, model 1S98, weigh 3.650 pounds;.!'
have a total length of eight feet and the,s
powder chamber has a diameter of 7.2 s

inches. They can fire either cast iron £hell, <

steel projectile or shrapnel. The shrapnel ^

is effective at seven miles and the steel
projectile at nine miles. A steel shot would
plough through an ordinary stone wall at
3erven miles, and at a distance of 3,500 yards
it rwould penetrate 2.5 inches of steel.
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the English language. It is possible to
change a man's pontics or ms religion Dy;;
an appeal to reason, but spelling must al-
ways be the same.
"There is little inquiry as to how thej:

present spelling originated and what the
reasons for it are. The efforts to make !<i

changes in it are greeted in many quarters']
by opposition, mostly by persons who do.<
not know the history of the language.!]
Some of the orthography of the present M
day is the work of the proofreaders. If is
we could control about two hundred proof-|i
readers in the principal newspaper offices jiand publishing houses of the United States^
we would soon accomplish something. b
"If three or four leading papers, like the i

Herald, for instance, would adopt the
new spellings the public would soon grow
accustomed to seeing them. Speaking of
proofreaders, I remember once having
visited the office of a newspaper in Philadelphiaand I asked what dictionary was
used. j
" 'Dictionary?' was the reply; 'hain't got,

none.' I ascertained, however, that there j>
was one in the place.a little pocket one,n
which the newest reporter had bought fori'
his own guidance. The proofroom attended
to the spelling.
"In many of the large publishing houses

the spelling is left to some experienced i
proofreader or other employe. It is Mr. 11
So and So who looks after the spelling
for tlje house."
FOR THE NEW SPELLING.
Dr. Isaac K. Punk is one of the most

earnest advocates of the new order of
English Spelling, and, indeed, not only in
the dictionary of which he is the editor in
chief, ibut in the publications of the firm
over which he has supervision he has
directed the employment of many of the
improved spellings.
"Although these words are constantly

used, and have been for years," said he,
"very few protests have been made concerningthem. In fact, they are scarcely
noticed. Once in a great while some one
in England writes about spelling w"hich he
considers as different from that in common
use. It is intended, however, not to use
words which might strike the eve as be-
ing greatly different and thus distract the
attention of the reader from the subject
of which he is reading. Several journals
have for years been constantly using these
ieformed spellings.
"In this connection attention might be

called to the changes'in spelling of proper
names which have been made by the
United States Board on Geographical
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1
'jegc' Artillery
The battery consists of five officers, 160

lien, 104 horses, four guns and four caissons,two artillery wagons, two battery
md forge wagons and a train of twelve
escort wagons. When in actual service
seventy-two mules are provided to draw

:helatter.
These ponderous guns can be moved

much more quickly and got into action
more speedily than even the 3-inch bat:eries.The prize winning section of the

lified S<
Barnes. The American Philological Asso

iationhas adopted three hundred words
vith reformed spelling and has urged ithe j
simplification of 3,500 Others.

tAVORS THE REFORM.
"The Modern Languages Association,
vmcn mciuaes leacneis ui rjiignsui £»-=>

ls of the European languages, Is in favor
>f this reform. The National Educational
Association by a vote of 1.545 active memjersto 171 decided to appropriate $2,000 actuallyto advance the cause of a simplified
trthogTdphy. T-'he Philological Society of
England has committed itself to the same

tolicy.
"In England the movement has the sup>ortof suoh men as Professor A; H.

layce, the Oxford philologist; Professor
vV. W. Skeat, the distinguished etymologist,and! H. Sweet, the well known old
English scholar. The late Sir Alfred Tentysonand the late Max Muller were advocatesof the simplified spelling The
jreat scholars of England are thoroughly
n accord with the proposed reform. The
jnly opposition which the simplified spellngmeets in England is from that class of
iterary men who are no longer entitled to
3e called conservative, for they are simply
ignorant of the history of language."
The outburst, according to cable, of some

English literary men over the simplified
spelling movement is quite funny.
©ir Arthur Conan Doyle is reported as

saying that an improved version of the
language might become universal, hut it
it would cease to he the English language.
Is the language of to-day any less the Englishlanguage than it was in the days of
"'haucer? The changes which have taken
place in the spelling of words since Chaucer'stime are far greater than those proposedby the Simplified Spelling Committee,and if the greater changes did not destroythe English language there are no
ational grounds for supposing that the
lesser will hopelessly destroy it. And if
these lesser changes are open to the denunciationof Swinburne as 'being "monstrous,barbarous, absurdities." What must
we say of the changes made from the older
spellings? f ]

HAGGARD'S VIEW FUNNY.
But the funniest of all is the remark attributedto H. Rider Haggard:."The languagewritten by the translators of the

Bible and Shakespeare is quite good
?nough." Evidently these English literary
men are ill informed as to the history of
their own language. Here is the way
Shakespeare spelled:.
Ayre (air), beleeue (believe), civil! (civil),
mppe (cup), dleuell (devil), duc'koy (decoy),
fysche (fish), horrour (horror), musick
(music), sunne (sun), souldiers (soldiers),
trewe (true), wiefe (wife).
And the following is the way the trans-<

lators of the Bible spelled:.
"When he laive the people he went up

Into a mountalne, and when he was sett
hys disciples cam unto him ^.nd he opened
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Consumption

MISS 'MINNIE GliLROY. C

Duffy's
2ures coughs, colds,'consumptii
niches the blood, aids digestion,
the system against disease gemoldyoung and the young strom
is the only whiskey recognized
antee.

CAUTION..WHEN YOU AS
WHISKE Y BE SURE YOU GET
LOUS DEALERS, MINDFUL OF
PREPARATION, WILL TRY T
TIONS AND MALT WHISKEY
POSITIVELY HARMFUL. DI
SURE YOU GET IT. IT IS TH
MALT WHISKEY. SOLD IN
NEVER IN BULK. LOOK FO
"OLD CHEMIST," ON THE LA
SEAL OVER THE CORK IS U]
AND GROCERS, OR DIRECT,
BOOKLET AND DOCTORS' A]
DUFFY MALT WHISKEY CO.,

1

CRY INI TH
ii'

^
Sixteenth at a field day held at Fort
Leavenworth during the last summer enteredinto competition with the Twenty-1
ninth battery, whose equipment is the,
8-inch gun. The batteries ran a certain
distance, went into action and discharged
three shots. The Sixteenth won in just
three minutes and forty-five seconds,
while the lighter battery was some seconds
slower. The detonation from the dischargeof the guns broke out several win1

of the Engli
. -s>

his mouth and taught them saylnge:.
Blessed are the poore in sprete, for thers
is the kyngdom of heven. Blessed are they
that mourrie, for they shal be comforted.
Blessed are the meke, for they shall inheretthe erthe. Blessed are they which
hunger and thurst for rightewesnes, for
they shal be fylled.".Tindale's Bible, the
principal basis of the authorized version.
Among other spellings then in vogue

were Sunnendai (Sunday), bbteyne (ob*
tain), suffre (suffer), maynteyners (maintainors).nersecucion (persecution), sonnes

(sons), blouddes (blood's), merrittes (merits)and Qoddes (God's).
That marked progress Is now being made

toward simplifying spelling there is ample
evidence, as see chemical nomenclature,
where many of the silent letters are being
dropped. This is due to the efforts of the
chemical section of the American Associationfor the Advancement of Science,
which already has secured the almost universaladoption of simplified forms for
such words as bromin, chlorid, morphin,
quinin, sulfur, sulfid, &c. This action receivedthe approval of Dr. H. W. Wiley,
chemist of the United States Department
of Agriculture, and many of the best
known chemists.

SIMPLE PROPER NAMES.
Further progress has also recently been

made in the simplification of the spellings
of proper names by the United States
Board on Geographic Names. Anam is
now no longer spelled "Annam," Ekaterinburgis no longer " Yekaterinburg," Interlakenis no longer "Interlachen," Sakhalinis no longer "Saghalien." Many
other .names have been simplified and the
simplifications find place in the publicationsissued from the United States GovernmentPrinting Office.
Max Muller condemned the present sys-

"It is, I believe," he said, "hfirdly necessarythat I should prove how corrupt,
effete, and utterly irrational the present
system of spelling is, for no one seems
inclined to deny all that. * * * What,
however, is even more serious than all
this is not the great waste of time in
learning to read, and the almost complete
failure in national education, but the
actual mischief done by subjecting young
minds to the illogical and tedious drudgery
of learning to read English as spelled at
present.
"The question, then, that will have to

be answered sooner or later is this:.XHan
this unsystematic system of spelling Englishedbeallowedto go on forever?' Is every
English child, as compared with other
children, to be mulcted in two or three'
years of his life in order to learn it?
* * * I do not believe or think that such
a state of things will be allowed to go
on forever, particularly as a remedy is
at hand. I consider that the sooner it
is taken in hand the better. * * * There
is motive power behind these phonetic re-
formers.I mean the misery endured by
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and HernoFF
DOCTORS PRONOUNCED A

ZrlLROY, OF MORRISON, COLO
"ROM CONSUMPTION, HEM
COUGHING SPELLS. SHE WA
VND HAD GIVEN UP ALL HOI
rRY DUFFY'S PURE MALT W1

MISS GILROY BEGAN TO
jAINED 15 POUNDS DURING
SHE IS TO-DAY HAPPY, WELL
rHE FOLLOWING LETTER OF

"I suffered for a long time w
°ible attacks of coughing and 1"
^vas all run down. My tareathin
md the doctors pronounced me

"I decided at last to try Du
procured a bottle. I began to.ir
een pounds the first two month:
lemorrhages ceased, and I now
;an sleep soundly and have no i

"I cannot say too much in
Whiskey, as it has permanently
hnes failed to do me any good."

Pmf© Malt ^
on, grip, bronchitis and pneun
builds up the nerve tissues, to

ns. It prolongs life, keeps the
g. It contains no fusel oil and
as a medicine. This is a guarK

FOR DUFFY'S PURE MALT
THE GENUINE. UNSCRUPU<THE EXCELLENCE OF THIS
O SELL YOU CHEAPIMITASUBST1TUTES,WHICH ARE
EMAND "DUFFY'S" AND BE
E ONLY ABSOLUTELY PURE
SEALED BOTTLES ONLY;

R THE TRADE MARK, THE
BEL, AND BE CERTAIN THE
NBROKEN. ALL DRUGGISTS
Sl.OO A BOTTLE. MEDICAL
DVICE FREE TO ANY ONE.
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK.
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-leavy Pieces Have Been Taken on

Long Marches and Were
Ever in the Van.

HANDLED WITH GREAT EASE

n Competition They Are Put in Action
Quicker Than Lighter ThreeInchGuns.

ow lights in the army post. The guns are
>reech loading.
Since word has come from Washington
hat the government intends assembling
hirty-six thousand men in the Philippines
or the purpose of transporting them to.
-hjna in the event of trouble, the battery,
las been eouinoed with new harness for
lorses, wagons have been repaired and re>aintedand it has been inspected by
Colonel Hall, commanding the post of Fort
Leavenworth. While the officers of the
jattery insist that no orders have been
eceived to prepare for field service they
confidently expect such and will be pre>aredat a moment's notice to board cars.
The only other siege battery kt the United

States Army, the Eleventh, is stationed at
?ort Hamilton, N. Y. This battery is
quipped with the 6-inch siege howitzer,
t had been intended to remove the Sixeenthfrom Fort Leavenworth to Buffalo,
>». Y., and the government planned to
mild for it at that place barracks, gun
ihed and stables, but now that trouble is
ikely to ensue in the Far East the Six;eenthwill remain at this Western post
intil an indefinite date, as it can be more
speedily transported to the Pacific coast
'rom here. It had been planned to place
:he siege batteries at army ,posts along the
Canadian border1 for use should any serious
:rouble arise there, but these plans have
aeen changed.
The men of the Sixteenth have never

aeen able to test their big guns againsjr
an enemy, and while they have become
expert in getting into action during practicethey feel that with an actual enemy
before them they will open the eyes of the
civilized world and cause a general reorganizationof the artillery in the armies
of all nations.

sh Language
Dr. Benjamin E. Smith, .Editor
of the Century Dictionary,
Favors the Adoption of

Logical Methods.

DR. C. F. G. SCOTT ON
PRINTERS' ERRORS

millions of children at schools, who might
learn in one year, and with real advantageto themselves, what they now require
four or five years to learn and seldom
succeed in learning at all."

CONTRASTS OTHER SYSTEMS.
Among other men whose voices have

been raised in behalf of the children may
be cited that of Dr. William T. Harris.
United States Commissioner of Education,
who attributes to the irregularities of
English spelling the wide departure on
the part of-our elementary education from
that of other countries where English is
not spoken. He says:."In Germany and
rtaJv Hip nhilh nnn onrrpptlv crtoll altvioot

any word he hears or pronounce any wor<
he sees after he has become familiar with
the powers of the letter of his alphabet.
Hence the foreigner spends a very small
portion of time in learning to spell and
read his own language, while if he would
learn to spell our English language correctlyhe must give years of study to it."
Commissioner Harris himself declares

that if the simplification of spelling were
carried out fully it would save from one
and a half to two years in the school life
of every child.
No sooner was the announcement of the

Simplified Spelling Board's1 action made
public than public schools took action
to adopt the new forms. In Plainfield, N.
J., the thirteen high schools immediately
adopted them. Next we learn that a great
manufacturing commercial house, with
offices in almost every part of the world,
has already adopted the simplified spellingsin all its establishments. Professor ;
Brander Matthews, of Columbia University,has also'adopted the simplified spellingsadvocated by the National EducationalAssociation in a German grammar
which he has recently published, and ProfessorHempl, of (Michigan, is doing the
same in a text book he is about to issue.
Publishers and editors are giving energetic
support to the simpler forms, with Henry
Holt and Dr. William Hayes Ward in the
lead.
Simplified spelling Is not a fad of enthusiastsand cranks, but the result of

the calm, cool Judgment of the highest
scholarship of the world.men whose cultureand representative character entitle
them to establish an Areopagus of letters
to simplify our orthography,
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., WHO SUFFERED AGONIES
ORRHAGES AND SEVERE
STED AWAY TO A SHADOW
=>E WHEN SHE DECIDED TO M
KISKEY. M
IMPROVE AT ONCE AND
THE FIRST TWO MONTHS. V
AND STRONG, AND WRITES ^
THANKFULNESS:.
dth consumption and Ladterlemorrhages.I lost flesh and
g became difficult and painful,
incurable.
ffy's Pure Malt %Vhiskey, and
nprove at once and gained fifs.My cough was relieved, the
feel splendid in every way. I
nore restless nights.
praise of Duffy's Pure Malt
cured me after doctors' medi.MINNIEGILROY. i

Whiskey
nonia. It stimulates and ennesup the heart and fortifies |fl
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